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""Eastern Bedouins in Ancient Egyptian Perceptions of
Ethnicity"

Tharwat Hassan Abdel Rahim Abdel Magid.

Department of History. Humanities Faculty. Al-Azhar
University.

Email: tharwatabdelrehem.56 @azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

Eastern Bedouins are one of the Ethnic Identities to which Ancient
Egyptian Inscriptions were Exposed, And that is through their
Presence and Settlement in the Areas Adjacent to the Eastern
Borders in Ancient Egypt , The Inscriptions became Active with
their Scenes that Express the Geographical, Cultural, lingual,
Aspects and even the physical Differences of the Eastern Bedouins,
The Ancient Egyptian Discussed in These Inscriptions the Ethnic
Qniqueness that he had in view of his Regional Neighbors from the
Eastern Bedouins, By Referring to the ancient Egyptian sources,
including temple inscriptions, royal and private correspondence,
stelae and tomb autobiographies, and literary tales, from the Old
Kingdom to the beginning of the Third Intermediate Period.

Objectives of the study :

The Study Aims to Highlight the Ethnic Identity of the Eastern
Bedouins Through the Perception and Understanding of the
Egyptians Themselves and their Distinction from their Eastern
Bedouin neighbors from each other, through the Various Names
Given by the Ancient Egyptians to their Neighbors of the Bedouins
in General and the Eastern ones in particular, and the vocabulary
that Indicates this in the Egyptian Texts this will lead to a better
Understanding of the Ethnic Perception in ancient Egypt about the
Eastern Bedouins.

Key words_: Eastern - Bedouins — Ethnicity. Perceptions.
Ancient Egypt .
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(4)Anthony,L.,“Ethnic Diversity in Ancient Egypt,”in Civilizations
of the ancient Near East.I, NewYork:Charles Scribner’s Sons,1995,
P.226.

(1) Anthony,L.,“Ethnic Diversity in Ancient Egypt, P.226-227,
-Woodcock , T.B., Noticing Neighbors: Reconsidering,op.cit,p.13.
(2) From the Poetical Stele of Thutmose IlI: Sethe,K., Urkunden der
18. Dynastie,Dynastie IV, Hinrichs, Leipzig 1906, P. 612:7-9.
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(3)Woodcock , T.B., Noticing Neighbors: Reconsidering,

op.cit,p.14.

<0 >



C0mI N g e G ke — 3 T oyl AR kS A
i3btyw %Eélollu_ﬂ? P Lkl aay , GlBULY) s ple goh
Ly )l "ehama (oS Ga 098l " W h3swt nbt
Ghlie ) dale dia 53,(Y) (N0.10188) (sldanull Caaiall
Qo€ Lasale allg 48, &l jae 22 al 4 _adliall Glghaall
RPN U N S SO ) PR Y SU U QY N
G 88l Al dgaall oyl e Ll Jlail (o e <8
e it Gl el sl a8y, Al clnw jals yaeg )
i)l ol (b e ) A8 Al Ay V) gl
Mgzl
el Lyeadd) jaliad) b 35d cllaad (<3 Jgl 2y 235
Lise il Hu¥) sle Guals o BYAV — (3 Hen " (el yae i
G2 529 el oz lall o Adisiie dakal o ey, Y]
"sp tpy Jo shial calead) (aally sl folie aal o dtadiay
529 Y= pem ST Gp8 80 Copal NI Aunlsdl "skr i3t
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No0.10188) Brussels: Bibliotheca Aegyptiaca, 1933,P.68: linel2.
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- Dodson, Aidan., The Complete Royal Families of Ancient Egypt,

London, 2004 p.62.

(1) Helck,W., Die Prophezeiungdes Nfr.tj, Wiesbaden ,1992 ,S.30.
- Woodcock , T.B., Noticing Neighbors: Reconsidering,op. cit,

p.42.

(2)Phyllis Saretta, “Egyptian Perceptions of West Semites in Art

and Literature during the Middle Kingdom,” (PhD diss.,

University of California, Berkeley, 1997),PP. 28-34.
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(1)Erman ,A.& Grapow, H.,Worterbuch der Aegyptischen Sprache,
V.1,P.167- 168: Gauthier ,H., Dictionnaire des noms
Dictionnaire.vol,l ,p.133,vol.VI,.5: Woodcock , T.B., Noticing
Neighbors:,p.43.
(2) Fulkner,R., A Concise Dictionary of Middle Egyptian,p.261.
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(1) Gardiner,A,. Notes on The Story of Sinuhe,Paris,1916, 129.
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- Maspero,G., Popular Stories of Ancient Egypt,London,

1915,pp.61-79.
(2) Woodcock , T.B., Noticing Neighbors: Reconsidering,op.cit,

p.44.
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(1) Newberry,P.; Beni Hasan, London, 1893, part,l,pls.30-3;
Breasted, Ancient Recorders,op,cit,vol,1,par,61 :Saleh, A., Arabia
and the Arabs,p.73.
(2) Gauthier ,H., Dictionnaire des noms vol,l,p.44,vol,lll,p.33-34.

Erman ,A.& Grapow, H.,Worterbuch der Aegyptischen |,
vol,l,p.92.
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(3) John Garstang., El Arabah: A Cemetery of the Middle
Kingdom, London: B. Quaritich, 1901,Pl.5; Woodcock ,T.B.,
Noticing Neig, P.45.
(4) Saleh, A., Arabia and the Arabs, P. 73.
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(1)Sethe,K. URK,der,18 Dynas, Vol.1V, 372.

(2) Woodcock , T.B., Noticing Neighbors: Reconsidering ,op.cit,
p.48.

(3) Helck,W., Die Proph, Nfr.tj,S.30: Woodcock ,T., Noticing
,P.48.

(4) Fulkner,R., A Concise Dictionary,p.175:Woodcock, T.,Noticing
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(1) Seth,K., Urkunden des Alten Reichs. Leipzig , 1933, P.134.
(2) Seth,K., Urku des Alten Reichs, 134; Woodcock,T., Noticing,
P.50.

(3) Michel, Baud., "The Relative Chronology of Dynasties 6 and
8" in Ancient Egyptian Chronology , Leiden, 2006, pp.152-57.
(4)Seth,K., Urku des Alten Reichs, 135; Woodcock, T.,Noticing,
P.50.

(5)Tresson,P,. L'inscription d'Ouni, p.24. Saleh,A,A., Arabia,p.73.

(6)Redf0rd,D.B., “Egypt and Western Asia in the Old Kingdom"
in: JARCE 23, (1986),p. 126.
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(1) Gunn,H and Gardiner,A., New Rendering of Egyptian
Texts,JEA V,1918, p.37 : Saleh,A A., Arabia and Northern Arabs,
p.75.

(2) Gauthier., Dictionnaire,.vol,lll,p.92; Erman & Grapow, Whb,IV,
p.265.

(3) Gardiner,A,. Notes on The Story of Sinuhe ,p.83:70-73.
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(1) Sethek.,Die Achtung feindlicher Firsten, Vélker und Dinge
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Berlin ,1926 ,pp.88-90; Saleh,A, Arabia,and the Northern
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(1) Pritchard,J.B,. Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating to The Old
Tesament with Supplement,Princeton,1955, p.347 n.7, Saleh,A.,
Arabia and Northern Arabs ,p.76.

(2) Cerny,J., La Date de l,introduction du Culte de Seth dans Le
nord-est du Delta,in: ASAE 44,1944,P.295.

(3)Woodcock , T.B., Noticing Neighbors,P.43.
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(1) Grimal,N., A History of Ancient Egypt. Librairie Arthéme
Fayard, Oxford, 1988, p. 204.

(2)Erman ,A.& Grapow, H., Worterbuch der Aegyptischen ,1V,412:
Giveon,R,. "Les Bedouins Shasou des Doucuments Egyptiens” in:
JEA 38,1966, P.322.
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- Posener,G., Princeset Pays D’ Asieetde Nubie: Textes hiératiques

sur des figurines d’envoitement du moyen empire, Brussels,1940,
p.91.
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(1)William.Ward <The Shasu "Bedouin": Notes on a Recent
Publication <Journal of the Economic and Social History of the
Orient. 15,1972.p.36.

- Fulkner,R., A Concise Dictionary of Middle Egyptian,p.261.
(2)Erman ,A.& Grapow, H., Worterbuch der Aegyptischen ,1V,412:
Saleh,A.A,. Northern Arabia,P.71.

(3) Giveon,R,. "Les Bedouins Shasou des Doucuments Egyptiens,
PP.261-264: William.W., <The Shasu "Bedouin™: Notes on a
Recent Publication,PP.56-59: Woodcock , T.B., Noticing
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(4)Krauss,M.A., in. Lexikon Der Agyptologie, Band,V,
Wiesbaden,1982 ,pp.108-14.
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- Hawass,Z., The Mysteries of Abu Simbel, Cairo: The American
University in Cairo Press, 2000.
(1) Giveon,R,. "Les Bedouins Shasou,p.73. William.W., The Shasu

"Bedouin",P.42: Woodcock , T.B., Noticing Neighbors,P.61.
(2)Maspero, G., History of Egypt,Chaldea,Syria,Babylonia and

Assyria, London:The Grolier Society Publishers,1906,P.193.
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(1)Goedicke,H., "Papyrus Anastasi VI 51-61" Studien zur
Altagyptisch Kultur.14, 1987, PP.83-98.

(2) Gardiner,A, Late Egyptian Miscellanies , Brussels: Bibliotheca
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