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Blindness in The civilization of Mesopotamia

Ibrahim Mohamed Ahmed Omar

Lecturer of Ancient History in The Department of History
and Civilization - Faculty of Arabic Language in Cairo -
Al-Azhar University.

Email: ibrahimomar@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

This study deals with some of the important aspects of
civilization in Mesopotamia.The Mesopotamian society
has known disability blindness since ancient times, and it
occupied a large space in religious thought and literary
thought as well. The blind were also among the classes of
society that participated in one way or another in some
societal activities such as marriage, divorce, and others,
The blind were also among the labor force, but they were
doing some work that was commensurate with the
disability of blindness. In addition to the above; Blinding
was a military punishment and a form of abuse of enemy
soldiers and prisoners. Blindness has gained a share of the
legislation of Mesopotamia. Some legal articles imposed
severe punishment on some guilty persons.

This study contains an introduction - with an overview of
the subject and its importance - and seven main axes. The
first axis deals with the terms denoting blindness in the
Sumerian and Akkadian languages. The second axis
discusses: blindness in religious thought. The third deals
with blindness in literature. As for the fourth axis; It is
discussed: Blindness in social life. The fifth deals with
the work of blindness. The sixth discusses: blindness in
the royal texts: (the penalty of blindness/ sighting). As for
the seventh; It deals with: blindness in legislation. The
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study ends with a conclusion that includes the most
important results reached by the researcher, then a list of
the abbreviations contained in the research, and a list of
Arabic and foreign references.

Keywords: Blindness, The blind, Sight, Handicap,
Divine Punishment, Military Punishment, put out the eye.
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