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Intertextuality and the theory of literary genres: An
applied study in the poem "The Year of the
Elephant™, by Abdul Razzaq Abdul Wahid.

Sahar Mahmoud Mohamed Ahmed

Associate Professor of Literature and Criticism,
Department of Arabic Language, College of Education and
Arts, University of Tabuk, Saudi Arabia.

Abstract:

The research aims to read the style of intertextuality that
falls within the theory of literary genres, by applying the
poem "The Year of the Elephant” by the Iraqi poet Abdul-
Razzaq Abdul-Wahed. This theory is concerned with the
forms and images of interaction, and the interference
between literary genres. It is also concerned with the
openness of the text and its interaction with other genres,
without stripping it of its laws and aesthetic foundations at
the same time, but rather supporting them, coexisting with
them, and dialogue.

The term intertextuality means the engagement and
interaction of texts, but it faces problems, including
affectation in application, so that each word becomes
intertextual with another, and the lack of linking
intertextuality with other work elements such as context,
displacement, paradox, and dramatic style, for example.
The research also raises important questions, including:
What is the role of the receiving process in intertextuality?
Is the intention of intertextuality employed consciously or
unconsciously? And are the good texts only intertwined
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with others, as some critics say, such as "Roland Barthes"
and others?
The research is divided into three sections preceded by an
introduction and a preface on the concept of the theory of
literary genres.
The first topic: reading in the term intertextuality, the
second topic: intertextuality and building elements:
Dramatic style, irony, displacement: (a critical reading of
the poem "The Year of the Elephant” by Abd al-Razzaq
Abd al-Wahed).
The third topic: intertextuality and stylistic reception. A
conclusion included the following results:
-The intertextuality in the poem “The Year of the
Elephant” has several forms, including: direct text, such
as the title of the text, stones from shale, and Ababil.
And indirect, such as: Abu Rughal. As for the house, it
has children to protect it.
-1t is necessary to link the phenomenon of intertextuality
with other elements of the work, such as displacement,
irony, and dramatic style.
These are synergistic elements in the poem "The Year of
the Elephant” by Abd al-Razzag Abd al-Wahed.
-1t is not necessary that the intertextuality coincide with
what is established in the collective mind.
-We must try to read the philosophy and the implications
behind the intertextuality, especially those associated with
paradox.
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-The problems of intertextuality are summed up in
considering each lexical term as intertextual with others,
which requires review and reflection.

The research used the analytical method to find out the
dimensions of intertextuality, and to apply it to a model of
modern poetry, which is the poem "The Year of the
Elephant”, by the poet Abdel-Razzag Abdel-Wahed.

Keywords: intertextuality - literary genres - year of the
elephant - openness of the text — abstraction.
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