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Fuel Nights in Fatimid Egypt

(358 AH-567 AH /969 AD-1171 AD)
Amira Mohamed Fathi Khader
Department of Islamic History - Faculty of Humanities in
Dakahlia - Al-Azhar University
Email: Amiramohammed3312@gmail.com
Abstract:
This research deals with the Fatimids celebration of the
fuel nights, which are four nights spread over the months
of Rajab
and Sha'ban. The Fatimids also had certain rituals in
celebrating these four nights, such as lighting mosques
and streets, and distributing sweets to all segments of
Egyptian
society.
The mosques, especially the Al-Azhar Mosque, had an
important role in the official and popular celebrations
alike, and the mosques were decorated on these nights
with scientific seminars that were attended by senior state
officials and the
chief judge.
The Fatimid caliphs were keen on the general public
participating in the fuel nights celebrations, whether that
was in the Great Eastern Palace, in which a celebration
was held specially for this occasion, or the caliph
attended the Al-Azhar Mosque celebration, where he was
sitting in the view of Al-Azhar Mosque and watching the
Egyptians celebrate this
occasion.
Key words: Fuel nights- The Fatimids- celebration- Al-
Azhar-Candle-Fitra House- the Great Eastern Palace.
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