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Contributions of Moroccan Women in the Fields of Education

and Urbanism (Fatima and Mariam Al-Fihri as a Model)
Amira Mohamed Fathy Khodr
Email: AmirakhderA\ ¢ . el@azhar.edu.eg
Teacher of Islamic History at the Faculty of Human Studies -
Tuhna Al-Ashraf - Al-Azhar University Abstract:

Abstract:

This research examines the lives of the two sisters, Fatima and
Maryam al-Fihri, and the extent to which they were influenced by
their upbringing. They were raised in a purely educational
environment, as the daughters of the eminent scholar Muhammad
ibn Abdullah al-Fihri. They also grew up in Kairouan, a city that
played a crucial role in the development of science in Morocco.
Fatima and Maryam lived in the third century AH/ninth century
AD and were known for their charitable and scholarly work.
Fatima founded the Al-Qarawiyyin Mosque, an important cultural
and religious center in the Maghreb. Many scholars graduated from
it, contributing to the development and spread of science in
Morocco in particular and the Islamic world in general. The Al-
Qarawiyyin Mosque underwent significant development during the
Almoravid era, as many scholars used the mosque as a venue for
their academic lessons, and many students of knowledge
frequented it. According to sources, the Al-Qarawiyyin Mosque
entered the stage of a true university during the Marinid era, when
what were called academic chairs were established there and
schools were built around it. Maryam al-Fihri also founded the
Andalusian Mosque, which is part of the cultural heritage of the
city of Fez. It played a significant role in spreading knowledge
throughout the Maghreb, and prominent scholars studied
there.Lady Fatima and Maryam contributed to the education and
urban development movements through the construction of the Al-
Qarawiyyin and Al-Andalus mosques.

Keywords: Fatima - Maryam - Kairouan - Fez - Al-Qarawiyyin
Mosque - Al-Andalus Mosque - Education - Mosques - Women -
Urban Development - Prince Idris Il - Prince Yahya.
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